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Unilateral acts of state are the acts carried out by a state unilaterally that can produce 
legal effects in international sphere. Such acts are frequently conducted by states to 
fulfill their foreign policies, and constitute an integral part of international 
relationships. Systematic study on these acts will be of significance to the legal 
security, and will help predictability and stability to international relations. In view of 
anxious need of international community on the one side and lack of applicable rules 
on the other, International Law Commission appointed special rapporteur to do 
research on the unilateral acts of state in 1997, who has formulated nine reports on 
definition, classification, interpretative rules so on and so forth till now. In this paper, 
the author combines the achievements of special rapporteur with relevant theory and 
state practice to clarify and illustrate several fundamental issues on unilateral acts of 
state.  
Chapter 1 is about the definition and legal basis of unilateral acts of state. The author 
firstly introduces the definition of unilateral acts of state, and then points out the 
difference between these acts and other state acts, namely, acts regulated by treaty law 
and acts that may invoke state responsibility. With regard to the legal basis, the author 
holds that the legal basis of unilateral acts of state is good faith, instead of author 
state’s will or other states’ reactions. 
In Chapter 2, the author firstly distinguish the formation of legal acts from the validity 
of acts based on general theory of legal acts, and then concluded that an act of state 
can be defined as unilateral acts of state only when the act is made by a state or states 
as one side, unilaterally, and contains expression of will to be bound. 
Chapter 3 concerns with the validity of unilateral acts of state. In this part, the author 
insists that a unilateral act is valid and can therefore produce its legal effects if certain 
conditions are met. First, the act must be formulated by a state, by a representative 
authorized or qualified to act on its behalf and commit it at the international level. 
Secondly, the expression of will of the author state is free of defects, such as coercion, 
threaten and fraud. And the last but not the least, the act must not in conflict with 
international law, specifically, the peremptory norm of international law; the decisions 














In chapter 4, the author describes the state practice about unilateral acts of state, 
figuring out several specific unilateral acts of state, namely promise, recognition, 
protest and waiver. In the latter part of this chapter, the author analyses practices by 
China concerning above-mentioned four kinds of unilateral acts of state. 
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引   言  1
 














造成任何困难。国际常设法院（Permanent Court of Justice）认为该单方宣告对挪
威政府有约束力，据此判断挪威随后占领部分东格陵兰岛的行为违法和无效。








                                                        
① Legal Status of Eastern Greenland. Denmark v. Norway. PCIJ, 1933. 
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